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The number of people living out 
their days in the squalor of a 
slum is almost one billion, the 
United Nations says - one-sixth 
of the world's population

Slum growth 'shames the world'
By Alex Kirby  http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/3161812.stm
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How many inhabitant is a city 
called “dense”?
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http://
www.citymayors.com/
statistics/largest-cities-
density-125.html

The largest cities in the world by
land area, population and density

Tuesday, April 5, 2011

http://www.citymayors.com/statistics/largest-cities-density-125.html
http://www.citymayors.com/statistics/largest-cities-density-125.html
http://www.citymayors.com/statistics/largest-cities-density-125.html
http://www.citymayors.com/statistics/largest-cities-density-125.html
http://www.citymayors.com/statistics/largest-cities-density-125.html
http://www.citymayors.com/statistics/largest-cities-density-125.html
http://www.citymayors.com/statistics/largest-cities-density-125.html
http://www.citymayors.com/statistics/largest-cities-density-125.html


Demographia World Urban Areas: Population & Projections: Edition 6.1 (2010.07)

The largest cities in the world by population
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http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Urban_density

A graph showing the relationship between urban 
density and petrol use
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How can we measure density?
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Floor area ratio

The floor area ratio (FAR) or floor space 
index (FSI) is the ratio of the total floor 
area of buildings on a certain location to 
the size of the land of that location, or the 
limit imposed on such a ratio.
As a formula: Floor area ratio = (Total 
covered area on all floors of all buildings 
on a certain plot)/(Area of the plot)
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http://
www.citymayors.com/
statistics/largest-cities-
density-125.html

Floor area ratio

Floor area ratios are used as a measure of 
the intensity of the site being developed.

allowable FAR has a major impact on the 
value of the land. Higher allowable FAR 
yields higher land value.
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Floor area ratio as part of Zoning Policy

Zoning Regulates:

•how tall the building is (height)
•how far from the street or the neighboring lot the 
building is placed (setbacks or front, side and rear yards)

•how much of the lot is covered by the actual 
building (lot coverage, building footprint)

•the amount of square footage in the building 
compared to the square footage of the lot (floor-area ratio 
or FAR)
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http://www.ci.la.ca.us/LAHD/curriculum/gettingfacts/planning/
planconcepts.html

building envelope
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http://www.ci.la.ca.us/LAHD/curriculum/gettingfacts/planning/
planconcepts.html

FAR
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http://pythonians.wordpress.com/page/5/
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http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Floor_area_ratio

Floor area ratio: Criticism

• abdicating to floor area ratios (market forces) is the 
opposite of aiming a community toward something 
more than the sum of its parts. 

• a poor predictor of physical form, should not be 
used when the objective is to conserve and enhance 
neighborhood character. Whereas traditional design 
standards (height, lot coverage and setbacks or build-to 
lines) enable anyone to make reasonably accurate 
predictions, recognize violations, and feel secure in their 
investment decisions.

• carelessly combined with traditional setbacks, 
assembled lots have a considerable advantage over individual 
lots, which has a negative effect on fine grained cities and the 
diversity of ownership
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Floor area ratio in Indonesia:
Koefisien Lantai Bangunan (KLB)

SNI 03-2846-1992 Tata Cara Perencanaan Kepadatan Bangunan Lingkungan Rumah Susun Hunian
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CIAM-Kongress mit dem Thema „Die Wohnung für das 
Existenzminimum“ („Dwellings for the lower income 
groups“). Die Leitfrage lautete: „Was braucht der 

Mensch?“. Die funktionale Antwort darauf war: „Licht, 
Luft, Raum und Wärme.“

http://www.landesausstellung1905.de/index.php?id=263
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Unite 
d’Habitation
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http://spacecollective.org/userdata/
YKs1vPQ4/1174871056/unite_diagrams.jpg

Tuesday, April 5, 2011

http://spacecollective.org/userdata/YKs1vPQ4/1174871056/unite_diagrams.jpg
http://spacecollective.org/userdata/YKs1vPQ4/1174871056/unite_diagrams.jpg
http://spacecollective.org/userdata/YKs1vPQ4/1174871056/unite_diagrams.jpg
http://spacecollective.org/userdata/YKs1vPQ4/1174871056/unite_diagrams.jpg


http://
www.cambridge2000.c

om/gallery/html/
P31211926e.htmlTuesday, April 5, 2011

http://www.cambridge2000.com/gallery/html/P31211926e.html
http://www.cambridge2000.com/gallery/html/P31211926e.html
http://www.cambridge2000.com/gallery/html/P31211926e.html
http://www.cambridge2000.com/gallery/html/P31211926e.html
http://www.cambridge2000.com/gallery/html/P31211926e.html
http://www.cambridge2000.com/gallery/html/P31211926e.html
http://www.cambridge2000.com/gallery/html/P31211926e.html
http://www.cambridge2000.com/gallery/html/P31211926e.html


Urban Density and 
Sustainability Indicators 

Changes in Urban Density: Its Implications on the 
Sustainable Development of Australian Cities 
Brian H Roberts 
Emeritus Professor and Research Associate CSIRO Sustainable Eco Systems 
Email: Brian.Roberts@canberra.edu.au 
Phone: 0416041837 
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Nunc Architect 
Pemenang Kompetisi Architectural Biennial Rotterdam 2009 (IABR)
and the Ikatan Arsitek Indonesia (Indonesian
Institute of Architects Jakarta Chapter
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